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Abstract

Any society in the world runs on some principles and regulations. These
principles are usually implicit in that society, and they control all the social
interactions that take place in that society. Islam, as a religion, also gives some
principles for social interactions which are based on truth, goodness, purity, fair play
and Justice. These principles were given to us by the Holy Prophet, peace be upon him,
who was born in a society which was full of almost all vices of the day. It was full of
lies, foul play, corruption and injustice. It was Chaotic word where Jungle Law was the
principle of day. In such dismal situation Allah almighty sent His Messenger, the Holy
Prophet to the Arab world. In just 23 years of struggle, 13 years in Makkah & 10 Years
in Medina, the Holy Prophet, transformed the corrupt and inhumane Arabic Society
into a just, humane and peaceful society. Thanks to his truth, piety, continuous
struggle, determination, fair play and patience. The following research aims to discover
and state the basic Laws and Principles of that society which worked on the teaching of
Holy Quran and Sunnah of Holy Prophet. These laws and principles, probably, can
still provide us a platform for the establishment of Exemplary Human Society in the
contemporary World.

Keywords: Islamic principles & regulations, Welfare society, Social interactions.
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“Social interaction is a continuous process which occurs between two or
more than two socialized individuals *T)
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There were two features in the social life of the Roman Empire in
Muhammad's day that would make a particularly deep impression on the
mind of an Arabian observer because, in Arabia, they were both
conspicuous by their absence. The first of these features was monotheism
in religion. The second was law and order in government. Muhammad's
life-work consisted in translating each of these elements in the social fabric
of 'Rom" into an Arabian vernacular version and incorporating both his
Arabianized monotheism and his Arabianized imperium into a single
master? Institution the all embracing institution of Islam-to which he
succeeded in imparting such titanic driving-force that the new
dispensation, which had been designed by its author to meet the needs of
the barbarians of Arabia, burst the bounds of the peninsula and captivated

the entire Syriac World from the shores of the Atlantic to the coasts of the
Eurasian Steppe. (')
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Contrary to widespread Christian notions,Islam normally did not force
conversion. (")
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Society in the Muslim world formed a definite social pyramid. During the
Umayyad period, descendents of the old Bedouin clans were on top, followed by
mawali converts from other religions. Once the Abbasides took power, this
distinction ceased to exist. (")
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These non-Arab converts to Islam made it into a highly cosmopolitan,
multiethnic religion and civilization.("
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Muhammad prescribed the religious toleration of Jews and Christians who had
made political submission to the secular arm of Islam,and he gave this ruling
expressly on the ground that these two non-Muslim religious communities,like
the Muslims themselves,were 'People of the Book'.It is significant of the
tolerant spirit which animated Primitive Islam that,without express sanction
from the Prophet himself,a similar toleration was afterwards extended in
practice to the Zoroastrians who came under Muslim rule. ("

LNE U L Ub sl Utsstls T 1588 Mos STA Sl #7020
A U TS e i Cis® w1 IR b St
S8l 7 E eSS i - UL ASS I 2 b
ufr.,uuiiulnkfuw;n;u)ziﬁ RIS
WL Lo AL Ui M S s S paistm

“f

c:«ﬁ&Ul(9)

o LiSllnde Fedin 1t us S EUie TG pirgs
S T I E s TS S 266 Pt sl eareestio ot Qs Ss U5 5 d £
'LW/L;”’L»L?!:,”;

). iz s R 8 ) s el el By

UL G s sl 23T /J AU i VAT

(19

-
¢

°¢/f ST A S bie #1326 s

0040 675 I AT 2l s sl o i
el Uy tﬁf(uuv”b);u(r-uzdLaf(uﬁuif)z_uuw(.,_w)yé.u:,e;
“LL bWyl Sensl e it st S 7

S KOBIPIE Aoc sy 2o KF s I s b St b = e T



\EX Lglﬁ,dmdwiJ:{",J:g&./“bdwu:/wiaw@&w/

bbb g A S o ey
0 g I It g5 oJs BT 6,2 o ol en o0 g 225 Vs
uﬁd/iifﬁdc;mL"J:uf/g}f/;/uiji.ﬁ{_‘diu/ﬁuﬁuﬁjm”:xi
“-‘Lt“fé‘fu;i%
e B S AL S 1L fHpE S
1 035 ST e 1585 W 106 D58 1 AN LB ) i by
3) i S A J6 .é}\jﬁ&jﬁ?\.\éj& 5 4Ty ade 4l Lo
J) Lgnsl G601 5 ke Ju sl i el ,’6
i g ST a5 006 gy Gle Soall 138 Lg.ZiLx d gacd
daag ) CIE1 B i & e B s &b o 4&\.33

-

\

-

—_—

h

‘E.?

Je vy B oaael) e ot S DS S Dt I 20
o ss Lot NP DG s 3 0 D SF xS N f LSS
il e (s i S DS g N ap Lo i DG o 83 S 6 = 1
ug}judﬁu;l:unt‘/ﬂyﬂﬂdhl@luﬁyun/whupaquﬁ;wl
Sl A Unes Ot | AT (LU e idod 32 e LI -t
T Lo i NS5 i e LU« NPTl g e
I AL K;;T(J/qf}l?.du’/ évf):é,l./' :f/,ié_;fuﬁ JLJ;!JL&J!L
lans2 Aol A L dsd (e in@ D Hat Ut £
“ G s ALy

T 106 phog aTy ke ) o (1 o Logss ) ooy W 31 o2 Y
(19 "AlRD Bas3s 8185 Y5 G g B G

P Létﬂf'%’j WAL S S S e W M PN
“_& I S o3I B L e S U AL it S

6 ooy 4Ty wle A o (D1 0f we Al oy 3 gl B Y



Y49 (/mw);}‘_Jﬂ;\)x ol (¢ 1l Al Rle

(o) "amlol G (kg (Lasy ddars 153 uu\s‘fﬁu a3l

L LL/g_ﬁ"‘(/d/r"fa@/c/»lgfh(dﬁ)d%ibﬁ S
et b {2 e s LK UAPSIHLL LS e iy
“L B LU ISEDF M

IKUT#(10)

2 BEUE U e 5 Bt L U s 2 ot s e sf L e i
(e AMEST IS S i d et

040l e ll e 53

UIF L & P UL S gUn s E LU O Lussn )

193
~4

WAL Al I 2 S BT et 2005 g il 2

()" slwdl 1 ga0 gzl

LSS F LI

A\ AT E o i ths 33 ol s # 1 S Ul gk S 240
LqLﬁfJZ’wﬁ"’f:/df‘aglgTéLV/J{cﬁ:?,;nggAlb' K S UE A 2 B
o TE AT S e Hom s SN Us B 5 gl S st &

bl (1)
Gt S Tl J WS P8 G & sl oo s SR ES S
e/ Ja’./@"u:u;ﬂ?g}:g/:);wu.ale’&‘Kﬂf@@,_‘a/u/,ﬁ‘uzé;.,,ngt,u

'Ld&d/blﬁ/l_a
oSl 25y A 55 0,255 6 A ol s w2 o 1AW Ty
U3 35488 0,2l 22t Ty 2imns 5TENT o0 6,3 5;5: V& el

(9. 405 OUall uud 4T &) w\ S wu”’ Loty
U1ttt SRS et U U BN )27 20

o



AR Lglﬁ,dmdwiJ:{",J:g&./“bdwu:/wiaw@&w/

R UrE s & L Usibsed J( L i v Dl s G v £
S nZ Ui A (S 2 i) e i Durd Zus i
P SV i S 2 (3 )Jmfim@/u/w/
“e bz Bl e oo Sie SIS
dmwyt_,/_au,/f&_tzfJu;,wu»u/g)uu:,vuﬁz.ﬁ BESS
:Lad;/c,f;wu%
G adrly ey Joy ) o ey ATy aede ) o ) Jguy O
Jead o OIS " tehug ATy ade A Lo (o) JU agdll g
P dadd 31y Juad d O ey A gb Y e o ) dadd b
(49 0 b 3 G Y g Y O Ly o ) 313 Y
ESE I ur‘..)}d/d;l.!vﬁfd/!r@!ib{;[fﬂg A S
JLLJ>4_)4_.);’/JfJl/d/!/,yl/u’lu/d/l/,d/u’t£J> WA A
< UL NL P sess 0 s 2KV T 2§ My
IS I S e gt SL LS S

f/)/.l{:«»g)k(IZ)
L]’}}L—(Jf.g)dJ)K}/UU’LQU/KJGL)JJ‘}:@"/Vd)kéé(-;'b‘dlﬁ”
UT}-écbefd{fiLLJ?ug:«Juudu!cl]!ja&)}J“;VU!W”%;VW/&£

- -

e LU P U A LE AL G i 0T s 27
AU Seti$ 2P F U pong Pt Lapanial oS
“ e W E U 5 e W LTI 2S5 U
thwéf’ T et A- Vs gt S eSS S Kf"’” S
—e b e A AK

<°>e§@ SAT a0l ol e e G YT de ¥ anss LB @ Guans



Ay (/hw)&_wj)v ol (¢ 1l Al Rle

). 45,7555 Yl (1)
OV 4@ & ass %\% (v)
.43 5,558 Yl (1)
Saeet P e S et AL e S FEEE el
e b S ALl
0 440 055 52 GG ATy ;,é)\:.;\ e
? Bt s Unil iy Ll Ut 2
:{'u;b,/ﬂ”d/utc,ulfggLu?u?u/;tu&éK(g;l/u;AL&lLJ;ﬁ‘glf,cul
WU g g}f}J,bu}/mLuy/ufc‘,,uw1124;:;U1K€JZL”j%/J-U‘?@@J{
e T}
e rgle 238 G JIENT ko) e Lagp
u:eﬂ & (b~ et Z UL 2o 2 G4 uulg LS sl zr
ol
e P Yl E TGS E SIS e Hlones Se S Uu’( J§
V.40 gl o] Oy ;wb ‘33‘%’
Tl S pe (vl s
LLaﬁH’:’?’UJILJ!J/U'UM./Jﬁ/éwu{db’wuuuwl
en.g a6 sl e @ I8 de il @ 2521 a5 T
(m{)o;/uuté_w?:gtfﬁ‘éﬁéﬁ Ltﬁc‘_é/w‘z _,/K.;ml“&g”:x/“
”_u?l}w*f umu?
M/v/wdwdua.muf u)uJJ,H‘u’ LA

The Arabic culture is of a singular interest to the student of human traditions
in general, to those whose greatest task it seems to them is the rebuilding of
human integrity in the face of national and international disasters, because it
was, and to some extent still is,a bridge, the main bridge between East and
West. It is through that bridge that the Hindu numerals, sines and chess, and
the Chinese silk, paper, and porcelain reached Europe. Latin culture was
Western, Chinese culture was Eastern, but Arabic culture was both, for it
extended all the way from the Maghrib al-aqsa' to the Mashriq al-aqsa. Latin
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culture was Mediterranean and Atlantic, Hindu culture was bathed in the
Indian Ocean, Far Eastern culture in the Pacific; the Arabic sailors, however,
were as ubiquitous in all the oceans of the Middle Ages as the English are in
those of to-day. The Latin and Greek cultures were Christian, Hebrew culture
was Jewish, Eastern Asia was Buddhist; the Arabic culture was primarily but
not exclusively Islamic; it was stretched out between the Christianism of the
West and the Buddhism of the East and touched both. (**)

K:,ﬁlu‘ﬂgg“&Luu,irr‘ﬁ“iLH‘J%L;&!;@U!.’JWK{(}/”:X}
L‘/'/J.’.@d/c«y)&u'luﬁdihézlﬁ;’ldlfﬂiuf/;ldfrglz S O Py [
Gz by bt P D S F T A b Sl
d/‘/b/ul’u .,Au”d"’/,m&ﬁ K. lpmé/m,u‘w 7 sl el s Kt =
umg"wu/‘;g"m,/,frfac"umw‘{&f&?wd//ﬁf?‘w
.&M:ﬁ:}f@gﬁ J}‘w;ﬁ{m@)@uﬁm(m/é/f&fu-u?mil;{.f
@TZ/ﬁfL;?Llﬁc{jZ;_luﬁu:Jﬂ(Qéi&/ﬁg;}LUYu%«//f_lﬂ?uﬁ
3 B oad 13 oSomt e Qe £ Qg B oS L
U;{Jyw,LJ/““‘/LL:,;L-&J.,/",_LZJM/?Mff;/?ubd;g%/f

G Ut S UGl

$#(13)

Sutsns P por P SUdd (ST o 7 LIRSS
electplpd Lo foo i 11 338 it e on d‘ﬁ-‘adﬁtcw
Al lute 2188 me e Ho Gt nn U A o p F SR e foe
TS Usms F Tl S 51 33058 Plor 2 tin oetd it Fle o plB S U1
dig"d/’JZ,MJJU:‘?%%QLTLu;u;;ﬂ_fL@nJQUCW1JJ1¢€L@
—g-blooie

E s F S o Lo U oS Ut i = S o iy
L BB AN £ e v Sk b s flor S

.46,2355 3 Gually 6,205 ol 28 6 i

" s gl F e F S s



(oY ~w);)3_J>U;\) Yool e o Alldle

V$o

:LLJJLn’/u)!;é_/;”:,ﬁ!d/".@c‘aujfbﬁl/lrwc[;ﬂuﬁo/&WJWl

R SERPIER RN

Y K //um;u"( Zemlse /wuu‘( ey L,,w,Ca_ 27

aym(“wwwmdﬁm

o Gl e e T 2E S

”_ugLuZJH‘ 2SS s B 2

U 2 s S e bpee UF Ualltn et 206 F Ut s}
& e }wmf b L oI 1o Lot ﬂ)!guw?&dfo/)la‘,
LU Lestosp U S ed S Sl - QU0 d & B BTG K
IS IS g TFE SIS 2 posp e FEE = Lip
:‘L%@T/“-

6555 ke 3185 3005 ulf 3 2l Lsm L el gy

&7 &) gx;;yg e G505 eall T 1,857 s \J«,S Vs, Wik &5

() %@ s (‘é’”‘b é\g

A S S B et Lo WSC R 85U S onif

L1 Gtary S U Sl 1S o L e o U B 22

SUIUb £ o Goueiss| P o Sy Uy s P 19

_Jyzduiﬁ

W AE A 2 W e 1L (HEES S = Lir

WS S adllsilng ) oul BAKIST (0B sl g ) (g0

s Glad b WS sl (Kan g ¥ O Gele K5

L85 385 ol 2553 148, (il s T ‘-‘r’ TPt

(..,..\ L (& s (..4\3 Al GBSy 4388 O 0dag \j,l..a H e P&g

-
X

AGE axol JUib (Csai ;,4;\3 Caly 36 G gk 16 (sbylit
S igh) S Jgd LU L ) Jr @ st Ji gady

z




AR Lglﬁ,dmdwiJ:{",J:gufg/“b»wsu:/t’:ziaw@&w/

t t 1 % g o4 g < “E 1 %% g P
Wil [l 49 el Jlab bl 3 el Jiab Al 7 031 F (o

() ik

e

b

I Jrosatidta A Lios Fe L Ui S in’ 27
L/Qv}’é}.JVLJ!LUJ@ Lu’l;;i(gc':}b!m‘a‘l(‘/?/?L&L!Jﬁ!/&d‘_
4%@&/“,@5&/“;%@/&5;7@ J/‘L,{'u’yuﬂi}l/h}'/;lr%mdﬂvi

F LK. 0 sl § BT NGE s lrobstw 21
CAF oS s i L D Lo s e\ S o yf
("L;”"I/ZP‘L/L/&,;, U les 2l c;u'if“/ifung/bz’c,;u, Ghlss
chﬁ,‘c_ﬁc_u'/JJ@MU}&_"/gul....”;blb‘acﬂctaw ..... }’Z,Joi//
EAYF Ulp S8 (ULt o1 Lt Sy F ot I\
LSS FE pL etz A ISP P P S L2l
s ST K QUi stz st f A 61 i o660 s gl T L
J/l’d/uk“iic«}lf.:‘ﬁ?/l@l'g ,,Jzi‘j@_.:,T{,Jl.... %;Qlj}';é/uf(ﬁlfj)cf?
()1/1()1 W sl s Solle NOPSE L TPl n
g:";jum;j(éu_/f/,lryﬁ“‘guﬁ,ﬂmlﬁ!;'vu_u}’i I Uaf’l/lw’l
Itk 2 (e P L IR N AL ... Ut s A bie s
S i T 12 Aot £yl S b ted =1 S
”_ Syl
JLAJUJ,W(I4)
&/“b»(%{-)l;%d/w:f/&/“b»,w =7t %Wuf!d,wuﬁrmg;
EwdJo b1 §lee 518718 UG Flon sl 3T £ b b sl Ut P 45
:§_d/g;tﬁ/u,{!‘<‘_éL/'u?"/,J/?Jé;:_LZu”u
Ll 2 o AT s el pnah osall 2 AT G

- 5

5 g 1 0 sy s © 5,55 120 1 i S5



WA (/Mv);}‘_&j)w:»\AM:V\X;:;\%,J\;J;

el dﬂJﬁffC/Jﬁu”Jb/ﬂL//,J;ulbﬁ
HEE &8 2 Y; i@ A0 2Tigd b Gt 1S ‘)**“‘/ 0l Gy

$E\

a5 2, T T B 0T 1,850 S5 ol 58 el s ¥ e o3

0o 43

-u(’; LA Lkl Gttt

RPN JRAEY Gal il wm 1,35 o rffu I

.6 Vs Grale H8 20T &) Ve zas P St d\&gm\g

o b AU e L L sk e

°\ mﬁ\rwgbé)) 85 0555 L 53 o) O G (el

R e

LA (A "')(/ e 19SS J/&JVLJV;JWLI

w&\wm\‘jﬁ“}u .Juwm\w)fw\ajﬁ;wm\udp

a6y Jorg 3o oA 0k 08 59 oo ke o ) e el O g

() Mgl Loy wiolaly vgoSm & Ogduimy ol cons

ot Ed e LS Far SN L i S S vl
A;,u’,L&;,udy,dzlz;':u}fiz;lziunu/ Vs f S DA I Lt L s
P S Sl e st d e Lt

LI Jae§ Hom G S (o5t oz oM 0,53 P )
Jmn‘a,ﬁ@K&&tgwdwt&jm@mgﬁ‘L/?fol;;g&tfdxé/“wm%,z

-‘L(/’G'{,a/;jud/dl,a]!;J,WJ:ULCG:«/VJJC}.I
wlri(15)

mé%i J/‘L &kng1:q;-+L~Muv¢%)uxﬁ/@%i Ue el Gk (571
/UWL:)‘XVLJ&JJ‘@&V/:M J/‘L,?)%‘L@JKB‘&J&JL;’W{,)%JU}Q



YA s AL 3 S poe Gt S L ls G

e Wb et e S prss
sl g2 opiss Al @ gl puall 03l 2 AT Gy
¥ e 5 A g 15T © 0,875 palad peihg (40 K
G e 1 5 WS 2 T 2as 355 S wi pu¥i i hds

.4 &l
u?l%/d/LbfﬁgJ%+&@‘dJUv{'u’{uw.@w‘)wﬁdﬂtﬁ}&%u{c«mﬁﬁé
G AN F L usis 20 F e h AN F Lo s S e §s Ui 2 6l

1AL Slos

e QTS e A L0 oo A L Ul (GEES S

oo £1341 B ugd &1 (gl S 1B o oy gps o Oledke o0
S SE Legy S35 cade il A temd ol ade ) Lo il Uguy
ool @Shas Olge 5 BB (s el g gy YT U Lab
(R peald olab OB (s Lioly b OF ) (el b e e 08U
VT Slorw Ggels 1525 W (Saabsl OB (e 18 Ly [yl caxliall §
o oSild o oS Gl > (Sl (SSldy (> (STlus o oST )
oSk gy VT 05855 o oSig 8 D36 Yy (0S5 e (S by
)" pgolaby 18 g’ 3 (gl Vg OF
L(V%lubu}"wdmuﬁcwzgu S S SIS Ssf S
:gt/'/é:J:ij;m/uﬂmJug,@;/J&@;M_(V;xlu%l&’_jé_jv
B EFSAE S S S SUR s g S T S L Ui
ios S es TS K Eoos S est Lol S ol LU= 1n
40 AT et G T dz des SEaAd Sess ook SIS
ST INF 495 :‘L/j Tl I 4uijfubfufm$;;g<8/ “i LJJ&J
;JW/J";a,“uu/,,/,unL//.gtﬁ&q;;é_):,//féiﬁut/u.J/‘a
u'@/u%’;(“f%/jymw!;w‘n:_/»;u{“&w;ww&;@:w/



Y49 (/hw)&_wj)v ol (¢ 1l Al Rle

el mL'lA/:’/

S S 4#(16)
J,wdiﬁé_u"/"c’.m:duc'/r%;/‘b»éuﬂégﬁgw@u/wtJM
sov S 5 Seecomien S 1t eiof ap i Fu L L e lio GF ot
e S Satne FERU AL e s g P 290 £ = TSF
FE B = 3 bR S fee S o U L B S s L

Z‘L/Qlf;&l}:g
i sl \;ﬂo Wiiede rehs 55 6 1 s 5y
G e all 3588 N (0l cadi 12 3] 5 r—‘=v\-5j‘ 5485 Y
’ “;_2;—_13\35:;\.,3!\ &%@\M\bﬁiﬂ 5 3 g 545
/&éé;w‘@&‘-’wﬁéﬂdu&”“%%u;h*ari——'um
5 ) ez ) i RS Y Tzl sl BT LT
I SFENPY ¢-4=*~2>3 e-% it T s T 15 6 5 12
Sl of 2dm G AN Y Lt wans brs s B @

"ok e

AL A4 i M SO LS et I AT S [ T 27
Glst 3/ SEZ1 5 Lo s sl ,'/;.{//u/;’vémfﬂuj,u)ujd/
LS (LSS sz 3inst u A ;/;f e 5L 36 2 0
F s ey L7 J L2 sz st 2 2 JE U6
NE AL 3B 7 S o PSaeh P LT i inln )
VI DI ERNF (L ER AN NS LI Sy pl
L iod e §IF o F e £ 56§12 i)
LU KR b lE o g ar S dmus hed S Aol FL
v SN pos? (“’ .J/L"‘L,L.Jﬁg St
o 10 # 2 g U e sl | d}ﬁ:d/&!jdlf"rcz_:wl/lwgl/,‘:m@



J,.,M;JMU'MLL}:{”;J:@&.}WJuiui/tiéau&@u’.w/’

Yo

-éﬁﬁ’gk}fd«ﬂ”ﬂyé_ﬁ!(ay m‘Zq;/u?:,z;u

@l}‘ldﬁ'}ﬂfu@:(l7)

AU KKl T b s S ol K Pl Bl g 2h sS4
u!u;fcd‘/buﬁgg/;/d;j;a@/”&}?;,faatﬂLe?.vc;Z{../u’!f:/aLLlrng!q;
el $ i EGIHRR AT § Fd 22 U AL LUT M oS & 652
s MJFBI"‘J"’(:/U SHE x éjd/lg E el $ L AL L saS
SIS Sy ke 2ol ol SR 22 L i Easl S Gl
-‘acﬁ&cdtfiﬁ{!/)ﬂpd/

Kﬂﬁﬁm?uu,/‘b»J¢;¢z‘¢u’°’ag>,bgwdj..{1,ﬁ.‘ufwb,q): i g
I‘Ly/gugjl/&:c«f”lgdu’fﬂu"u”LV&//}I(ZGUT}_LJE

S oty AT o Bt 8 3 BT 51807 401 et T sl

O 6 Gandidl Et N AT 8L u@m&;w\@wzﬂu\ & g zad

et ) b e 5Te Woe s iz e SOU1T 27

(=S AL Fine i Lol S ot s () o

S e Ul S B S S

555 003 Q) Banl aaad T o e lall 15 et 5l B

3 il LAl coad 85 © 5,408 38 o) 22 5e 2206 2o

4 b 22T 8 T8 A 438 e iy o

s B SL ML S L L (DL sz i e s zs

néf‘ e A e AF Soosssf ) 231007 s o3 P S

e Il S (i) S §sfle LE U 3 & st (S 2

” ’w.,w(ﬂ"uﬂw_

WAL B S

G gl OB a3 V1 5oen da I e Al el (Byaen day Ly e il el

(Y9) "4 i) o s sl



Yo (/hw)&_wj)v ol (¢ 1l Al Rle

S Qv e Sl e e S 2

UL BRI L B (S e S L iy )

o e s fv st SE St

S8BT oULd > B0 Te U Pk a5 76 e Ut i
AL S o F TS e 1 O e 2 e gt e S
SF LA Gl

For Islam did succeed in becoming the universal church of a dissolving Syriac
Society in spite of having been politically compromised at an earlier stage and
in an apparently more decisive way than any of the religions that we have
passed in review up to this point. Indeed, Islam was politically compromised
within the lifetime of its founder by the action of no less a person than the
founder himself. The public career of the Prophet Muhammed falls into two
sharply distinct and seemingly contradictory chapters. In the first he is
occupied in preaching a religious revelation by methods of pacific
evangelization; in the second chapter he is occupied in building up a political
and military power and in using this power in the very way which, in other
cases, has turned out disastrous for a religion that takes to it. In this Medinese
chapter Muhammed used his new-found material power for the purpose of
enforcing conformity with at any rate the outward observances of the religion
which he had founded in the previous chapter of his career, before his
momentous withdrawal from Mecca to Medina. On this showing, the Hijrah
ought to mark the date of the ruin of Islam and not the date since consecrated
as that of its foundation. How are we to explain the hard fact that a religion
which was launched on the world as the militant faith of a barbarian war-band
should have succeeded in becoming a universal church, in spite of having
started under a spiritual handicap that might have been expected, on all
analogies, to prove prohibitive? (")
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